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Beno Rothenberg

Twenty-five years of intensive fieldwork and research in
the Arabah have produced an unprecedented amount
of information about the past history of the Arabah and
the adjacent areas of Sinai, North-western Arabia and
the Negev. This volume is the first of four which will
fully present the findings of the Arabah Expedition,
throwing new light on the archaeo-metallurgical history
of this area of extreme importance for the early history
of mining and metal technology.

The discovery of the Ramesside mining temple, dedi-
cated to the Egyptian goddess Hathor, was a turning
point in the history of the Arabah research. The identi-
fication through this discovery of the large scale copper
mining and smelting operations in the Arabah as Egyp-
tian industries, where Egyptian mining expeditions
worked together with local inhabitants, the Midianites
from North-western Arabia and the Amalekites from
the Negev mountains, has meant fundamental changes
in the culture-historical concepts concerning the areas
adjacent to the Gulf of Eilat-Aqaba.

The old ideas of King Solomon’s Mines and the
Solomonic copper smelters on the shores of the Red
Sea have had to be completely changed in the light of
this new archaeological evidence which proves that the
south-western Arabah came into the sphere of
influence of the Pharaohs of New Kingdom Egypt.

The identification of a Midianite phase of the Timna
Temple with numerous unique votive gifts, like the
superb ‘brazen serpent’, is of considerable significance
also for the Biblical story at the time of the Exodus.
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This long awaited and highly important monograph will
be available at the end of September.

Subscribers to IAMS and recipients of the Newsletter
may take the opportunity of a SPECIAL OFFER AND
PRIVILEGE PRICE for this publication of £55 (which
is inclusive of postage and packing, surface rates). The
book will be supplied upon publication in late Sep-
tember.

Orders will only be accepted accompanied by a che-
que made payable to IAMS (overseas orders should be
made via a bank in sterling) and names will be checked
against the Newsletter name file. Please make quite
sure that the name and address where the book should
be sent is clearly legible.

Orders and cheques should be sent to The Secretary,
IAMS Timna Offer, Institute of Archaeology, Univer-
sity College London, 31-34 Gordon Square, London
WCI1H 0PY.
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